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KOSTER’S KORNER
                   A Message from our Pre

We had a great turn out for our training day on Jan. 19 despite the weather. We had about 9 
or 10 club members show up with their dogs despite the wet cold conditions. There were 
also 4 or 5 of Ron’s clients there to observe, most of whom are 

want to thank Jim Witt and Ron Friudenberg for organizing the training day. Thanks also go out to Mike 
Nutter and Janet Kimbrough for their words of wisdom to the handlers. I hope everyone had a great time and 
learned something. Ron rounded up 4 or 5 bird boys and worked with every handler and Janet provided ducks 
for the training sessions. Thanks to all that attended and helped out to make this training day a success.

Our hunt test is drawing near and Randy can still find somethi
Randy at (409) 925-7840 Home number or (409) 789

JANUARY MEETING

The meeting was held on January 9, 2008 at the Los Compadres
attendance were Rex & Donna Westbrook, Jerry King, Michelle Spradley, Janet Kimbrough, Jeremy, Kendra 
& Korbin Raef, Clint & Aubrey Trahan, Jim Witt, Jason Luker, Randy & Peggy Crable, Aaron & Liz 
Tolleson, Steve & Maria Jefferies, Roy & Beverly Barnes, Les & Dawn Gourley, Matt Tischler, Jim Stevens, 
Ross Lewis, Don Koster, Lewis Goodman, Deborah Story and Sam Maida,Jr.

Don called the meeting to orderand welcomed our guest. Ross Lewis and Jim Stevens were past me
rejoined the club tonight, Deborah Story from Tejas and Sam Maida from Sugarland, who also joined our club.
Rex Westbrook made the motion to accept the minutes of the Nov meeting and Clint Trahan seconded them. 
All agreed.
  
Officer’s Report: President Don Koster 
member, Bill Chapman who had lost his dog this last week. She had eaten the bulb of a plant and it had 
poisoned her. He asked everyone to remember them during this difficult
said he’s been working on the Feb hunt test and would give a report.
have $2921 in the bank. Secretary Donna Westbrook 
Year. Shealso told everyone to please send in their titles and passes each week during HT time so that she can 
keep up with them. She also reported that all but one judge at Raven’s Way Feb HT were CRRC members!!! 
She also asked everyone to check out the website a
and to let her know if there were any mistakes.

The
Retriever Review

The monthly newsletter of the Colorado River Retriever Club

                                                                                                                    

KOSTER’S KORNER
A Message from our President

We had a great turn out for our training day on Jan. 19 despite the weather. We had about 9 
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Hunt Test Report: Randy Crable said he needed 1 more Finished Judge and the judges would be taken care of. 
He said he needed more Marshalls for both days. Matt Tischler said he and Troy Hatchett would volunteer for 
seasoned. Jerry King said he would be available both days and Jeremy Raef said he should be able to help out 
in started. Jimmy Nealy said he would take care of the food for the judges dinner on Friday and the judges 
lunches both days. He also said he would get the drinks. Steve Jefferies said he ordered 200 ducks for the HT 
and if anyone needed any ducks for themselves, to let him know. They will be $9.00 each and will have to be 
paid for in advance. Peggy Crable volunteered to take care of the snacks for the judges and bird boys. Don 
Koster is going to purchase the gun for the raffle. Randy also reminded everyone that set up would start at 2 
pm on the Friday before the HT and any help would be appreciated. Michelle Spradley suggested that we put a 
donation can out for the lunches both days and everyone thought that would be a good idea. Janet Kimbrough 
said the ribbons and dog food were ordered.

Old Business: Don said all the officers would be staying the same as long as they were still willing. He asked 
each one and they all agreed to another year. Janet Kimbrough made the motion that we accept the officers as 
they stand and Jerry King seconded the motion and all were in agreement. Don said this would be his last year 
as president and would like someone to step forward for the job. Don said that the guy who did our caps was 
having a hard time getting camo shirts to put our logo on. Don went to Bass Pro Shop and told them he wanted 
to order 130 shirts that were Shadow Grass or Max 4. They are close to getting them all for us and they will 
cost $9.99 each with an additional 10% off. When Don gets them, he will take them to get our logo put on. He 
wanted to know what color we wanted the logo to be. After some discussion, it was voted on and black won! 
Don said all the umbrella stands were paid for and that Michelle would order the umbrellas. Deborah Story 
offered to pick them up from James Davis this weekend and give them to Janet. Janet also said the new holding 
blinds were finished and she would give them to Steve so he could put them in our equipment trailer.

New Business: Don announced that we would be having a training day on Jan 19 in the Angleton area and it 
would start at 8 am. Jim Witt will give the directions to Donna and she will email them to everyone and also 
put it on the website. Don brought up having guest speakers at club meetings, more training days, a spring 
picnic or retriever challenge. He wanted everyone to be thinking about it so we could discuss it at another 
meeting. It was brought up about having out meetings at Bass Pro Shop in Pearland and also trying to get an 
alliance with them like Big D has in Dallas. Jimmy Nealy is going to check on it and get back to the club.  Jim 
Witt also brought up about having established training groups in our different areas. Donna said she could put 
out an email and try to get people together and that we would maybe need a leader for each group. Don asked 
for discussion on training issues. Jeremy asked about bugging on the line during blinds and Sam asked about 
introducing gun fire to a new puppy. After some discussion, Peggy Crable made a motion that the meeting be 
adjourned and Liz Tolleson seconded it, all agreed.

A Note from Your Secretary-
I just want to remind everyone to get their dues in for 2008, if you haven’t done so already. 
I want to wish everyone a successful Hunt Test Season. Be sure to send me all your passes 
and titles! I also wanted to congratulate Janet Kimbrough on the completion of 
HuntSecretary.com and wish her all the best with her service. If you get a chance be sure to 

check it out. I’ve also put a link on our website for all the HT in our area. Just go to www.crrcinc.organd 
click on the Retriever Events tab.     Donna



UPCOMING EVENTS

Raven’s Way HRC HT /Feb 9 & 10, 2008
LOC: 7 J Stock Farms, Madisonville, TX

Cajun HRC Upland Hunt /Feb 9, 2008
LOC: Estherwood K of C, Estherwood, LA

Colorado River HRC HT/Feb 16 & 17, 2008
LOC: Justin Hurst WMA (Formerly Peach Point WMA)

Tejas HRC HT/Feb 23 & 24, 2008
LOC: Priesemeyer Farms, El Campo, TX

Amite River HRC HT /Feb 23 & 24, 2008
LOC: Dixon Correctional Institute

Cowtown Upland Quad/Feb 23 & 24, 2008
LOC: Mansfield, TX

Lake Charles HRC HT/March 1 & 2, 2008
LOC: Sweet Lake Land & Oil, Sweet Lake, LA

Go to www.huntingretrieverclub.orgfor more info
Enter on line at www.HuntSecretary.com

Port Arthur AKC HT /Feb 23 & 24, 2008 (entries close 2-13-08)
LOC: Hamshire, TX

Bryan-College Station AKC HT/Mar 1 & 2, 2008 (entries close 2-20-08)
LOC: Iola, TX

Brazosport AKC HT /Mar 8 & 9, 2008 (entries close 2-27-08)
LOC: Montgomery, TX

To enter AKC events, go to www.entryexpress.net



   HERE COMES THE JUDGE

Below are listed upcoming judge’s assignments for your fellow club members who volunteer 
their time as HRC judges. We also have club members who judge AKC Hunt Test. Be sure to 
thank them for their dedication to our sport when you see them. 

Raven’s Way HRC HT/Feb 9 & 10, 2008

Rob Somers-Started Saturday & Sunday
Robert Hines-Started Saturday & Seasoned Sunday
Jimmy Nealy-Seasoned Saturday
Mike Akeroyd-Seasoned Saturday & Started Sunday
Dan Negrin-Finished Saturday & Sunday
Don Koster-Finished Saturday
Ralph Linkenhoker-Finished Saturday & Sunday
Dave Brannon-Finished Sunday
Bob Brundrett-Finished Sunday

Colorado River HRC HT/Feb 16 & 17, 2008

Garrett Bigelow-Started Saturday & Sunday
Jimmy Nealy-Finished Sunday 
Michelle Spradley-Seasoned Saturday & Started Sunday 
Dave Brannon-Finished Saturday 
Ryan Cade-Finished Saturday 
Ralph Linkenhoker-Finished Saturday & Sunday 
Robert Hines-Finished Saturday 
Don Koster-Seasoned Sunday 
Mike Akeroyd-Seasoned Sunday 
Bob Brundrett-Finished Sunday 

Tejas HRC HT/Feb 23 & 24, 2008

Michelle Spradley-Started Saturday
Jimmy Nealy-Seasoned Saturday
Bob Brundrett-Seasoned Sunday
Dick Beaufils-Finished Saturday & Sunday
Robert Hines-Finished Saturday & Started Sunday 
Dan Negrin-Finished Saturday & Started Sunday 
Dave Brannon-Seasoned Sunday
Ryan Cade-Finished Sunday



                                      

                   TITLES AND PASSES
Congratulations to our club members who have recently earned a title or a pass at a Hunt Test. Be 

sure to turn in your passes so you can get the credit you deserve!!

HR UH Bogey-Richard Grardner (Bogey earned her upland title 12/1/07, she now is the youngest spaniel to 
earn this title and is 1 pass from having her HRCH. Richard is our member who lives in Florida and Bogey is 
his Boykin spaniel that was at our June HT last year! Way to go!!!)

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!!!!                                                                                                                            

           A Big CRRC welcome to:  Sam, Kelly and Ty Maida from Sugarland. They are waiting for their new 
puppy to arrive!!! Kyle Wilson from the Clear Lake Area. He has a 7 year old chocolate female named “Soda” 
and a 1 year old black female named “Lady” He is looking for someone in the Clear Lake area to train with. If 
you can help him out, his email is dkylewilson@gmail.comJohn, Joylynn and Taylor Grady from 
Friendswood. They have a 2 month old yellow female lab named “Coda”. We also had to returning “old” 
members Ross Lewis from Texas City and Jim Stevens from League City. We want to welcome all of you to 
our club!!!!

                        

          REMINDERS!!!!

Don’t forget that this weekend is our Hunt Test! If you can help set up on Friday, we will be out there starting 
at 2 pm. I am still looking for gift cards of any amount for the raffle, be sure to bring them with you on 
Saturday to the HT.

I am trying to get a list of people looking for training groups. So far I’ve only had a few responses. If you need 
to join a group, please send me an email at westbrooksretrievers@embarqmail.comand let me know what area 
you are from. I’m also looking for people who will be leaders of a group to send me a note. 



It was Friday night on the eve of opening weekend of duck season in Arkansas. Me, my dad and Dow 
Anderson had made the 8 hour drive to Stuttgart and were relaxing at the lodge with an adult beverage. The 
head guide came up to me and said "Hey, you the guy who brought a dog". Yes sir I brought my dog. He 
started telling me how he didn't like clients bringing dogs because they messed up the hunt for everybody. I 
said, well I sure would appreciate it if we could give him a chance in the morning. I told him if at any time 
Charlie wasn't cutting it to let me know and I would immediately go put him in the truck, no questions asked.
He said fair enough.
  The next morning me and Charlie were on the left side of the blind, the guide and his dog on the right.
Seven heavily armed Cajuns in between us. When he yelled Take 'em, the sky was full of mallards. Ducks 
falling everywhere. Short birds, long birds, cripples, glide away cripples, short blinds, long blinds you name it, 
we had it. This went on for a while. The guide hollered at me" I got 4 down here how many you got Daren? 
Hang on let me count. I got 25 down here. He got out of the blind and walked around to my side and looked 
at the ducks we had hanging. I thought you were BS ing me. He said I 'm gonna put my dog in the truck,
we'll finish out the hunt with Charlie. As he walked by me I looked at Dow Anderson who got me into the 
HRC program and he was smiling ear to ear. That night at the lodge the guide came up to me and said " In the 
morning we are just going to take Charlie, that o.k. with you? Sure man, that's fine with me.
I am not telling this story to brag on my dog. I am bragging on all HRC dogs. An HR dog would have been a 
whole lot better than the guide’s dog. Not the dogs fault. He had spent a lot of time practicing his duck calling 
and little time on obedience. He said "No!" and "HERE!!!" more times than Ole Schooner had points.  
Conservation tool. We shot 108 ducks and recovered 107. 1 lost duck. Thanks HRC.
Is this a great organization or what!!   Daren Hearn and Big Charlie

What a great story!!! Thanks Daren, for sharing this story and allowing me to put it in the newsletter! I want 
to encourage other club members to send in a picture and story for our newsletter. Donna



                        

                                                                                                                                                      

NEED TO FIND A PUPPY????

CALL-PUPPY-FINDER-RON-(979)-481-0528
He will help you pick just the right pup for your needs

START YOUR PUP OFF RIGHT WITH OAKWOOD KENNELS PUPPY TRAINING
(979) 849-3005

Have OAKWOOD KENNELS’, Ron Friudenberg 
handle your dog in the 2008 SPRING GRAND

CALL NOW...only two openings left (979) 481-0528

DON’T FORGET ABOUT OUR NEXT MEETING ON FEB 13, 
2008AT THE LOS COMPADRES MEXICAN FOOD RESTRAUNT
ON HWY 35 IN ALVIN! IT’S LOCATED DIRECTLY BECHIND 
POPEYE’S CHICKEN! THE MEETING STARTS AT 7 PM SO 
COME EARLY AND ENJOY SOME FOOD AND AS ALWAYS, 
LOTS OF DOG TALK!


