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Beau and the twelve-headed monster
  The bicyclists are clad in black Lycra shorts and tight fitting, bright-colored jerseys. 
They ride in a disciplined pace line. Sweat glistens on lean forearms and bulging 
quadriceps. They talk and joke and laugh as they ride. It is just past six on a warm 
Sunday morning in July. 
A mile ahead at the top of a short steep rise is Beau’s yard. Beau is a heavyset, sinister-

looking black Labrador retriever who protects his yard and his family with unswerving 
diligence and a loud round of barking when ever strangers approach. If the threat is 
especially menacing, Beau supplements his barking with a swift hard charge that 
invariably sends the intruder packing. This morning Beau is stationed in his usual place 
under the porch. It is shady and cool there, and he can see all the territory he must defend.   
The cyclists slow as they ascend the hill that leads to Beau’s yard. As they labor against 
gravity, the only sound is a whirr of the freewheels and the hooosh of hard exhalations.
Beau sees the cyclists as they crest the hill. He has seen cyclists before and takes pride

in chasing them from his territory. But this is something new: a dozen cyclists moving as 
one. To Beau it is a twelve-headed monster with twenty-four arms and twenty-four legs. 
He has to protect his family. He has to be brave. He explodes from his hiding place under 
the porch and charges across the yard, hackles raised, fangs bared, barking his fiercest 
bark.
The cyclists are taken by surprise. It isn’t the first time they’ve been attacked by an 

unrestrained dog. They usually avoid a confrontation by outrunning the beast. But this 
dog is unusually fast and is very nearly upon them. It is too late to run for it. The cyclists 
reach for the only anti-dog weapons they have: water bottles and tire pumps. 
When Beau reaches the edge of his yard, he hesitates for a moment. He isn’t supposed

to go out of the yard, and the street is definitely off limits. But this is a twelve-headed 
monster with forty-eight appendages. There is no telling what it will do to his family. He 
has no choice-but to break the rules, and he clears the sidewalk and the curb with one 
great leap.
Among the cyclists is a man who has a Lab a lot like Beau. Instead of reaching for a 

water bottle or a tire pump, he looks at Beau and says, “Hey, where’s your ball? Where’s 
your ball?”
A few minutes later one of the cyclists says, “Man I couldn’t believe it. He just stopped 

and went looking for a ball. It was amazing. How did you know he had a ball?” “He’s a 
Lab. Labs are nuts about tennis balls. I had a friend once who swore he was going to 
name his next Lab ‘Wilson’ so all his tennis balls would have his name on them.”
The cyclists laugh and then fall silent. The only sound is the whirr of the freewheels 
and the hooosh of hard exhalations.
Beau is back in his favorite spot under the porch. He has a soggy green tennis ball in his 

mouth. If the twelve-headed monster with forty-eight appendages comes back, he’s ready.
Story by John Arrington from Chicken Soup for the Dog Lover’



Minutes
CRRC’s August meeting was held Wednesday, August 12, 2009. Clint Trahan, Vice
President, called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

Member’s Present: Clint Trahan, Maria & Steve Jefferies, Michelle Spradley, Jimmy 
Nealy, Kyle Grant, Robert Groover, Jerry King, Donna & Rex Westbrook, Rob Somers, 
Ralph Linkenhoker, Don Koster, Wayne Lindsey and Ross Melancon.

Treasurers’ Report:
Michelle Spradley reported a balance of $6,942.99 – all bills paid. 

Old Business:
Don Koster reported that Saturday training days will continue to be held at Bass Pro 
Shop in the back of the property at the lake. Starting time will be at 8:00 A.M.

Kyle Grant discussed his findings on ordering club shirts, he reported that he and Maria 
Jefferies did an inventory of club shirts and caps and that we did not have many left. Don 
Koster made a motion that Kyle and his team look into prices for new shirts. Wayne 
Lindsey seconded the motion.

Don Koster asked for an update on the bumpers. The club had discussed buying bumpers 
for judge’s gifts and allowing club members to order some for the same price. Matt 
Tischler checked on some prices and is still doing research. He will report back to club.

New Business:
Don Koster informed the club that it was that time of year for us to put on the 
demonstration at Bass Pro. He was looking for volunteers to head up and also to work the 
demonstration. The demonstration was to be held on Saturday, August the 22nd and
Sunday the 23rd for about 2 or so hours. 

Jimmy Nealy made a motion for the club to have the decals put on the second trailer. A 
second was made by Clint Trahan.

Jimmy Nealy made a motion for Kyle Grant to order t-shirts for the club to sale. A 
second was made by Steve Jefferies.

Steve Jefferies asked about the club ordering some camouflage caps. While Kyle Grant 
was researching t-shirts he retrieved some prices on some caps.  After some discussion, 
Jimmy Nealy made a motion to order hats and a second was made by Rob Somers.

Jimmy Nealy regrets that he will not be able to be the Christmas Party Chairman.

Jimmy Nealy talked about going to Central Louisiana Hunt Test on August the 8th & 9th

and running into several club members. He thought it would be nice to let the club and 
also fellow handlers know who is going where and when. It is a good way of keeping up 
and also supporting each other. 



Clint Trahan announced that Oakwood Kennels will be holding a De-Snaking clinic on 
September 5, 2009 from 8:00 am until 8:00 pm at the old SPCA grounds in Angleton. 
The cost will be $40.00 per dog.

A meeting raffle was held and Jimmy Nealy received a “dog” picture frame and Jerry 
King received a book titled “Prairie Pothole Fever “by Mark E. Torinus.

Clint Trahan adjourned the meeting; a second was made by Don Koster

  Retriever Rewards – great tips that will make your life easier.
Exercise your lab to keep him fit, but also to reduce stress and destructive behavior.

              

The Officers and Members of Colorado River Retriever Club would like to recognize the 
following club members who give their time to judge. On June 11-14 at the HRC 
National Meeting, held in Memphis, TN…. HRC honored their judges and gifted them 
with jackets. Thirty three judging assignments received one star, fifty assignments; two 
stars, seventy five assignments three stars, etc. Our club is so proud to have eight of 
those judges.
They are: Dave Brannon, Bob Brundrett, Robert Hines, Janet Kimbrough, 
                Don Koster, Ralph Linkenhoker, Jimmy Nealy and Dan Negrin.

THANK YOU all for the weekends you give to make each and every hunt test a success. 
The support is greatly appreciated.

                                                          



Canine Diseases & Prevention
Keeping your dog healthy and happy is priority number one for great dog owners like 
you. But even well-cared for pets sometimes get sick. Here are a few of the most 
common canine diseases and the warning signs to watch for to make sure you catch them 
early.

Fortunately, many of the once common canine diseases have been greatly reduced by 
vaccinations. Finding a great vet and keeping your dog’s vaccinations up to date is 
paramount for disease prevention.

      Your dog should receive vaccinations for each of the following diseases:
Rabies – all mammals are susceptible to this viral infection that attacks 
the central nervous system.
Parvo – this virus infects the gastrointestinal system with symptoms that 
include chronic vomiting, diarrhea, fever and dehydration.
Distemper – this contagious airborne virus attacks multiple systems, with 
early symptoms appearing like a cold and later symptoms being twitching, 
seizures and paralysis.
Kennel Cough – respiratory disease that causes a dry cough but can lead 
to pneumonia.
Leptospirosis – a bacterial infection that can lead to permanent kidney 
damage. 
Hepatitis – a serious viral disease that attacks the liver, kidneys and blood 
vessels. 
Corona – this virus attacks the gastrointestinal system much like Parvo, 
but less severe.

Again, all of the above diseases can be prevented by keeping your dogs vaccinations 
updated. 

Those Pesky Parasites
Parasites include bugs such as ticks and fleas, but there are also internal parasites that 
can affect your dog’s health:

Heartworms – prevention medication is the key here, which can be 
administered in daily or monthly doses. Infection is transmitted through 
mosquitoes that have already bitten an infected dog.
Roundworms – intestinal worms that can be seen in a dogs stool. 
Deworming treatment should resolve the problem, but should be tested by 
a veterinarian following the treatment to ensure reinfection has not 
occurred.
Tapeworms – passed on to dogs through fleas and ingestion of raw meat. 
Deworming is necessary.



Under the Weather
Like humans, dogs too can become sick with common illnesses, such as ear infections. 
Dogs with earflaps are the most susceptible, but ear infections are common in all types of 
dogs. Watch for constant head shaking, pawing at the ears, redness inside the ears, and 
even an unpleasant smell from the ear. Once diagnoses, ear infections are treated with 
medication and often times, a daily ear wash. 

Finally the most common diseases in all dogs are dental-related issues. Great advances 
have been made in recent years for canine dental care, including dog toothbrushes and 
dog toothpaste. Not only will regular maintenance of your dog’s teeth prevent dental 
disease, it will keep his breath fresh as an added bonus. 

Remember, the most important thing you can do for your dog to prevent diseases is to 
make sure he’s taking regular trips to the veterinarian and keeping vaccinations up to date. 
It’s the best way to ensure you get the best out of your dog for the longest time possible.

                                                      

Lab Bites - Warnings about possible problems that might arise.
Never give analgesics such as acetaminophen or ibuprofen to your lab. These are very 
poisonous to dogs. Talk to your vet about anti-inflammatory and the proper dosages.

Cold, Wet Noses are Good, Right?
A cold, wet nose is one sign of good health in dogs. However, even a healthy pet can 
have a warm dry nose on occasion. And really sick pets can also have cold, wet noses. 
What does this all mean? Simply that any one indicator of health is not 100% 
accurate all of the time. Sick pets with cold noses should be seen by your veterinarian. 
By the same token, pets with warm, dry noses that are showing other symptoms such 
as lethargy or are not eating should also be seen by your vet. 



Message from the Secretary
Pleeeease Help!  I am trying to update the membership information sheets and need 
your help. If you have a new address, phone number, or email address…if you have a 
“new” canine family member, please let me know. I am going to recognize our four 
legged friend’s birthdays, but cannot do so unless I have your info. My email address 
is mljefferies@hotmail.com .

                                   

Big Creek Bo
“Bo”

Owned by Scott & Alicia Best

Jake Baxter Flint
“Jake”

Owned by Leslie Gourley

Raymond Oso Negro Grande
“Crash

Owned by Rob Somers

      In Memory of……..

GRHRCH Johnson’s Flooded Timber  “Timmie” 
June 9, 1998 – August 25, 2009
Michael & Cheryl Johnson

HRCH Muddy Jack Skybuster MH   “Buster”
September 29, 1998 – June 14, 2009
Mike & Glenda Akeroyd



Duck En Brochette
Ingredients
4 boneless, skinless duck breast
4 strips thick cut peppered bacon 
1 block sharp cheddar cheese sliced into ½ inch thick slices
Garlic salt to taste
Pepper to taste
Directions
Tenderize duck breast with meat cleaver
Season with garlic salt and pepper to taste
Using a pairing knife, cut a slit in the thickest part of duck breast to make a 
pocket
Stuff sliced cheese into pocket
Wrap breast with bacon to secure pocket closure
Sear the bacon wrapped breast on a George Forman or in a frying pan for about 
10 t0 15 minutes, until bacon is browned
Transfer the duck breast into a baking dish, with drippings
Bake at 350° for 10 minutes.
��May also use chicken breast

Submitted by Steve Jefferies                                                   

If you would like to share some of your recipes with us, 
Send them to me at mljefferies@hotmail.com.                                  

Lab Fact:  There’s no such thing as a dumb dog; after all, 

while we’re out working all day, they’re home sleeping.

  



        Club Tee-Shirts and Caps

Camouflage t-shirts (CRRC Logo)
Youth sizes available:  Medium-7, Large-2 & X-Large-1                 
Adult sizes: 2X-Large-11

Military Green t-shirts (Dog-“If it’s not a Retriever, it just a dog) 
Youth sizes available: Xsmall-4, Small-1, Medium-2 & Large-2                   
Adult sizes available: Large-12 & 2XLarge-3

Youth shirts $10.00               Adult shirts $15.00

Colorado River Retriever Caps - $15.00 each

Contact:
Maria Jefferies                                       Kyle Grant

979-345-6993                                       979-373-8169
mljefferies@hotmail.com                         kylegrant27@yahoo.com

THE NEW SHIRTS HAVE ARRIVED!!!
Green shirt with HRC logo on front and CRRC logo on back
Sizes S – 3XL
Brown shirt with CRRC logo on front and “If it’s not a Retriever, it’s just a dog”
on the back
Sizes S – 2XL

THE NEW CAPS ARE HERE!!!
We have 2 different (cap) camo patterns available.
They are Mossy Oak Break-Up and Advantage Max-1 HD.

The visors are Mossy Oak, Duck Blind Camo.
Caps and Visors are $15.00 each

We need your Hunt Test / Duck Hunting pictures for the Christmas Party slideshow. 
Let us know who is in the picture. Picture deadline is the first of December. Send to 
Kyle Grant at kylegrant27@yahoo.com .



     UPCOMING HUNT TEST

Lonesome Dove HRC
September 12 & 13, 2009
Comanche, Texas

Big D HRC
September 26 & 27, 2009
Tioga, Texas

Lake Charles Retriever Club
October 3 & 4, 2009
Vinton, La

                                           
2009 Hunt Test Season

CENTRAL LOUISIANA HRC – August 8-9, 2009

Started
Brandy Grant – Grant’s all that Man in Black
Hugo De La Pena – Budder Cup of the Rock 
Al Johnson – Midnight Ridge’s Ret Hotmama
Seasoned    
Ralph Linkenhoker – Linkenhoker’s Liberty Belle
Jimmy Nealy – Sum Ting Willy Wong
Wayne Lindsey – Sadie Covey Lindsey
Kirk Warren – Midnights Ridge’s Ruff n Rowdy
Michael Nutter – Nutter’s Magnum Force Storm
Finished
Hugo De La Pena – Mudder Dudder of the Rock
Kyle Grant – Grant’s Riptide Champ
Michael Nutter – Nutter’s Chili Pepper Peanut
Ryan Cade – Pacchanga’s Cajun Storm
                      Remington’s 60lb Test
                      Ace’s revved up Harley



*Congratulations*
STARTED HUNTING RETRIEVER

SHR Midnight Ridge's Ruff-N-Rowdy/Kirk Warren
SHR Charlie's Lil Gunner/Aaron and Liz Tolleson

HUNTING RETRIEVER
HR Mudder Dudder of the Rock/Hugo De La Pena

HUNTING RETRIEVER CHAMPION
HRCH Palm's Major Effort MH/Mason Mitchell

MASTER HUNTER
HRCH Castlewood's Maggie Bea MH/Jim Witt
HRCH Castlewood's I Like Ike MH/Jim Witt

HRCH Palm's Major Effort MH/Mason Mitchell

Quote – “Dogs are miracles with paws.” Susan Kennedy  

                   
                           

                         
                          
                                               

                         

                        

Author Mark E. Torinus has written a book 
that recounts 32 years of hunting ducks in 
Saskatchewan and has made a gift of the 
book to our club. The book has 2 purposes, 
according to the author. The first is to tell 
you how to do your own self-guided 
Saskatchewan hunt. The second purpose of 
the book is to tell good hunting stories –
often humorous – about dogs, ducks, hunts 
that go well and hunts that go bust.

You may see excerpts, the author’s bio and more details at www.prairiepotholefever.com.
CRRC would like to “Thank” Mark E. Torinus for his generous gift. A copy of the book, 
Prairie Pothole Fever, will be raffled at our February Hunt Test



Reminders

**Has your dog earned a new title, received that first started pass, or any other 
accomplishments? Email it to me at mljefferies@hotmail.com and I will put it in the next 

issue of The Retriever Review…After all, this is YOUR newsletter!

         

Training Days Information!

There will be no more scheduled training
days at Bass Pro in Pearland.
If you are interested in training and for 
more information, contact Don Koster at 
(281) 585- 4868

September Meeting

The next CRRC meeting will be Wednesday September 9, 
2009 at Bass Pro Shop in Pearland 7 p. m.


